SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER 


Dear Parents, 


During last several weeks the students have been taking the Oregon Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) test. Grades 3 though 8 and 10 were given the test. Also, 
students not at the proficiency level have an opportunity to retake the test. 


The Oregon OAKS is based on the Oregon state standards, which define what students should 
be learning each year. The goal is for all students to score at or above the proficient level on 
the exam. Students are tested in writing, reading and math. Grades 5th, 8th, and 10th will also 
be tested in science. 


We recognize your role as a partner in education. Below are a few simple strategies for 

creating strong readers. Putting a few simple strategies into action will make a significant 

difference in helping children develop into good readers and writers. 

- Without a doubt, reading with children spells success for early literacy. 

+ Invite your children to read with you every day. 

- Read your children’s favorite books over and over again. 

» Read many stories with rhyming words and lines that repeat. Invite your children to join 
in on these parts. 

- Discuss new words. 

« Stop and ask about the pictures and about what is happening in the story. 

- Read from a variety of children’s books, including fairy tales, song books, poems, and 
information books. 


Remember, reading is at the heart of all learning. Children who cannot read well don't learn 
well. Help us make a difference for your children. 


Math plays a big role in our everyday life. Again, a few strategies put into action will make a 
difference. 


+ Set high standards for your children in math. Make sure your children are mathematically 
challenged and encourage their interest and pursuits of math. By the end of the 
10th grade, your children should have studied algebra and geometry. 

+ Help children see that math is very much a part of everyday life. From statistics in sports 
to the sale price of clothing, from the calories in food to the amount of gas needed to 
travel from one city to another, math is important to us every day. Help your child make 
these connections to math. 

+ Point out that many jobs require math. From the scientist to the doctor, from the plant 
manager to the salesman, from the computer programmer to the hardware store 
worker; many jobs require a strong foundation in math. Please help us help your 
children to see that math leads to many exciting career opportunities. 

+ Stimulate your children’s interest in technology. Encourage your children to use calculators 
and computers to further their learning. 

+ Play games that help children develop decision making and mental math skills. 


-Positive attitudes about math will reinforce encouragement. Your feeling will have an impact . 


on how your children think about math and themselves as mathematicians. Positive 
attitudes about math are important in encouraging your children to think 
mathematically. 


We are all about promoting student achievement. We need your help every day and | hope a 
few of these simple strategies will be of value. As mentioned earlier we recognize your role as 
a partner in education. 


Jerry Jones 
Interim Superintendent 


Jewell School 
503.755.2451 


www.jewell.k12.or.us 


Visit the Jewell School 
web site for sports sched- 
ules, upcoming events, 
breakfast and lunch 
menus, a school calendar 
and much more. 


The next School Board 
meeting is December 15. 
Jewell School Board mem- 

~ bers include: | 


Allen Foster, 
Board Chair 

Matt Samuelson, 
Vice Chair 

Jennifer Blanchard — 


OPINION 


The Seat of Power 


The Jewell students witnessed a historic elec- 
tion this year, an election so significant that 
historians of every stripe are calling it the most 
important election since Abraham Lincoln took 
office in January 1861, just prior to the Ameri- 
can Civil War commencing in April of the same 
year. Barack Obama may be a different race than 
Lincoln, and he may be from a different time, 
but both men share several characteristics and 
a country in turmoil. 

Just as Lincoln faced nearly insurmountable 
odds with the Civil War, so President Obama will 
face the challenge of a lifetime. With our coun- 
try’s economy in shambles, wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq; and American's opinion of their gov- 
ernment at an all-time low, Obama must rise to 
the test, just as Lincoln did, and create a country 
that emerges from this present darkness stron- 
ger than ever. 

Lincoln once said that “Public sentiment is 
everything. With public sentiment, nothing can 
fail; without it nothing can succeed.’ Through his 
e-mail drive and grass roots campaign, Obama 
has managed to forge the largest coalition of 
willing volunteers in the history of the Presiden- 
cy. His business-like optimism has also uplifted 
the spirits of nearly the whole country, a country 
that eagerly awaits his leadership. 

Like Lincoln, Obama also had humble roots, 
and both called Illinois their home state, al- 
though Lincoln was bornin Kentucky and Obama 
in Hawaii. Both men succeeded Presidents that 
ended up being widely disliked by the country 
as a whole, though for different reasons. James 
Buchanan was widely seen as the President who 
led our country to the brink of Civil War, though 
it is unlikely he could have done much to stop it. 
By the time he left office in 1861, he was hated 
by Northerners for appeasing the slaveholders 
of the South, and hated by the Southerners for 
his anti-slavery views. 

Bush also has the widespread antipathy of 
the country to contend with, partly for the eco- 
nomic woes the United States finds itself in, and 
partly for the two wars the country is fighting. 
Perhaps Bush should have heeded the advice of 
Vizzini in The Princess Bride, as he “fell victim to 
one of the classic blunders. The most famous is 
never get involved in a land war in Asia...” 

Not since Kennedy has there been such an 
interest among young people about the Presi- 
dency and politics in general. The effects of this 
new involvement of young people in the pro- 
cess of running this country will be felt for de- 
cades to come. If nothing else good comes out 
of the Obama term in office, the flood of new 
people becoming engaged in the dialogue of 
democracy will make it worth it. The Jay believes 
though, just as countless newspapers do across 
America, that we are indeed entering a new era 
and there is much to look forward to. 

Students at Jewell should be proud of their 
involvement in their school and their communi- 
ty. As they grow up and finish high school, let us 
all hope that the energy of this new administra- 
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tion will fill them as they look to serve their state and their nation. 

Countless high school and college students from Maine to Alaska voted for the first time 
this year. As you contemplate how you can become an involved citizen, think of this most 
famous, but wise advice from President Kennedy, “Ask not what your country can do for you, 
rather ask what you can do for your country.’ It may sound like a cliche, but if you stop and 
think about it, it should be the mantra of our nation as we look forward to these next four 
years. 

President Obama is not going to be able to pull our country out of the doldrums alone. He 
is going to need all citizens to work together for the good of our country, and that includes 
you and you and you... 
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A conversation with senior 
Janie Swearingen 


strength are her mom (Kari Swearingen), 
brothers (Spencer and Luke Swearingen) and 
sister (Sophie Swearingen). Her dad (Steven 
Swearingen) inspires her for his courage, and 
Marty and Karen Flynn inspire her for their 
generosity. Janie says that Mrs. Kim Morrison 
inspires her for her compassion and enthu- 


By Tessa Brooks 


Every month, we like to recognize a Jewell Schoo! 
senior in The Jay. Our senior for the month of No- 
vember 2008 is Janie Swearingen. 

Janie Swearingen currently lives with Karen and 
Marty Flynn near Baker's Store. She has been on 
Student Council for five years, and she played volley- 
ball for one year. Her favorite colors are red, purple, 
orange, aquamarine, bright green, and pink. 

After High School, Janie plans on staying in Or- 
egon to go to college because she’s really close to 
her family and she will miss them, but the career she 
has in mind, working for the poor abroad, has a lot 
of traveling involved. 

“It will be exciting!” Janie comments. After she 
graduates, she wants to volunteer at some com- 
munity help groups in Vancouver, and volunteer at 
Providence in Portland during this coming summer. 
Then she plans to go to college in the fall. She is 
planning on attending Portland State University, but 
she is also going to apply at other colleges. So far, 
Janie has applied for several different scholarships. 

“Ugh, it’s hard work,” Janie added. Janie would 
like to double major in International relations and 
peace and conflict studies with a minor in African 
Studies. She wants to work for Amnesty Interna- 
tional and fight for human rights or work for a Non- 
profit Organization when she finishes the university. 

Janie’s favorite ice cream is peppermint candy. 
Her favorite hobbies are reading, hanging out with 
friends, painting, making jewelry, swimming, baking 
(with her sister Sophie and friend Tessa) and hiking. 


siasm. 


Currently, Janie doesn’t work outside of 
school so she can focus on her schoolwork 
and scholarships, but she does some baby 
sitting when she has spare time. The best 
classes she has ever taken are all of her history 
classes, all of her art classes, drama, sociol- 
ogy, and psychology. Her favorite holiday is 
Thanksgiving. “It’s so nice to have all of the 
family together and just to celebrate being 
grateful for each other,” Janie said. 


The people who inspire her most for their 
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Students have mixed opinions of new online classes 


By Leanna Chavera-Munk 


BYU classes are the new online 
classes that Jewell School is 
offering its students. When asked, 
there were a few students that 
didn't know what BYU stood for 
but the majority of the individuals 
questioned knew that it stood for 
Brigham Young University 

Mr. Freeman’s response was 
the most creative. He said, “Bring 
Your Umbrella?” He was joking of 
course and then added, “Brigham 
Young University. Do you know 
who he was? | do...” 

We thought this was a very 
good point. According to an 
Internet source, Brigham Young is 
best known for much of his work 
as head of the Mormon Church 
as well as founding much of the 
Mormon community in Utah. 

Plato was the online system that 
Jewell used in the past. Overall, 
the individuals surveyed were 
pleased with the change to the 


BYU classes versus Plato. Mr. Bloker, 
Jewell’s Math teacher said, “BYU is 
a program with valid assessments 
that has measureable outcomes. A 
great improvement over PLATO” 

Sam Coy, a senior at Jewell 
commented, “I think it (BYU) is 
better because the format is better 
and easier to use.” Terra Lewis, an 
educational assistant said, “I think 
the BYU courses hold the students 
more accountable than Plato did.” 
Tyler Ames, a junior at Jewell, felt 
differently. He said, “Plato actually 
taught me about physical science. 
BYU is not good for physical science.” 

Most think BYU is working pretty 
well, however there is one issue that 
keeps surfacing. The hot spot issue 
is that students have to pay for the 
class if they do not pass. The classes 
cost $120.00. Some think it is fair 
to have to pay if you don't pass 
and others think that is completely 
unfair. 


Colleen Crook, taking BYU 
Spanish, said “I think it’s completely 
fair. The school shouldn't be 


obligated to pay for the student's 
failure.’When Mr. Hiebert was asked 
if it was fair, he said, “Yes, | do. It 
helps motivate students to take full 
advantage of their opportunity in 
order to get their money's worth. 
If they waste the opportunity, why 
should someone else pay?” David 
Crabtree felt, “It costs us in taxes 
no matter what.’ Sam Coy stated, “I 
believe the student doesn’t need to 
pay for the class. The school needs 
to pay for the class regardless.’ 

Overall, faculty and students 
seem to be happy with the new 
online classes that Jewell is offering 
this year. There are a few unhappy 
patrons but everyone seems to be 
working through their issues with 
the system. 

If you'd like more information 
on the Brigham Young University 
classes offered at Jewell School, 
the website at www.elearn.byu. 
edu gives plenty of information 
regarding the university and the 
classes they offer. 
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Gate at the Japanese Garden, Portland, 
Oregon. The six acre garden is open all year 
round as a place to relax and mediate. 
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‘Day Event information === Location Time =) Thanksgiving Dayis 


4 ELECTION DAY Last day to vote NA NA very near. 
, 


And we must make 


5 END OF FIRST QUARTER Grades due Friday NA NA Eais 4 = 
thanksgiving pies! 

6 GRADING DAY No School NA NA 

7 STAFF INSERVICE No School NA NA 

11 VETERAN’S DAY No School NA NA 

17 BOARD MEETING Jewell Schoo! Library Jewell School 7:00 PM 

20 SPORTS AWARDS Awards given in small gym Jewell School 7:00 PM 

27 THANKSGIVING No School NA NA 


28 THANKSGIVING No School 
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Fifth grade emphasizes reading Banning recess? Say it isn't so! 


By Allison Carter 


The fifth graders have a new teach- 
er this year. Mrs. Rolwes taught sec- 
ond grade last year, and this class is 
bigger in size. Here, the parents are 
more interactive compared to the 
last school she taught at. Mrs. Rolwes 
plans to take her students to a play, 
and the Forestry Center. 

Trystan Silva, Sam Sunnell, and 
Charlyn Curtis are all really great writ- 
ers and readers. Lexie Madsen, a new 
student, is doing really well here. 

“This class is very harmonious and 
cooperative,” Mrs. Rolwes said. 

The class had some great ideas for 
where they could go if they have an 
end of the school year trip. Nico Munk 
said he wanted to go to the zoo, and 
nine of his classmates thought that 
was a fun idea. Anthony Kosmos gave 
out the idea of going to Oaks Park, 
and Charlyn said she'd like to go to 
some goldmines. 

Most of the class likes to read. When 
asked what their favorite books are, 
they opened their desks up, and 
took out a book each. Jaxson Smith 
likes the book The Tale of Despereaux, 


Tristen likes Twilight, Lexie likes Black 
Beauty, and Anthony likes The Light- 
ning Thief. 

When asked what animal they‘’d 
like to be if they could be an animal 
Brianne Ricardi said she'd like to be a 
swan, Anthony said he'd be a rhino, 
Nico wanted to be a dog, and Lexie 
wanted to be a horse. According to 
the class, their teacher would be a 
turtle. And they deemed Tumara Por- 
ter a cat. 

When asked what subject they 
liked the most, most of the class 
couldn't decide. But Rylan Murray 
said he likes math, and Kayla Conrad 
likes the reading time they get. 

For sports, the popular vote with 
the guys seems to be football. The 
girls like different sports, including 
softball, something the school has 
not offered in a long time. 

In musical tastes, the guys all like 
heavy metal, and yet all the girls like 
country. But even with this extreme 
difference in musical tastes, the class 
gets along quite well. 

Mrs. Rolwes plans to take her stu- 
dents on several outing throughout 
the school year. 


By Sara Olvera 


Since the year 2006 many grade 
schools in the United States have 
been banning recess. This issue has 
been going on for some time now; 
schools have been making headlines 
in newspapers for being built with- 
out playgrounds or removing the 
ones that were already there. 

The main reason is that states are 
putting pressure on schools so that 
students have more time to bring 
up their grades, although it’s been 
proven that kids that get to have 
recess pay more attention in class 
than those that don't. In recent stud- 
ies it was found that kids that don’t 
have recess are more distracted in 
the classroom. Professor Olga Jarret 
from the Child Development Center 
at Georgia State University says that 
“Human beings have to take breaks; 
it’s one of our basic needs.” 

Another reason why schools take 
recess away is because teachers are 
asked to do too many things in a small 
amount of time. When Principals ask 
teachers to teach more things, teach- 
ers have to think of what to eliminate 
and recess is an easy target. 

One concern parents have is that 
the country is trying to fight child- 
hood obesity, but what they don’t 
notice is that denying the kids the 
extra fifteen minutes of being active 
is denying them an opportunity to 
understand that physical activity is 
important in everyday life. If they 


don’t start getting out and playing 
around, they won't get used to so- 
cializing and getting out and being 
active. How, is that a way of fighting 
childhood obesity? 

Our own recess supervisors say that 
children and teachers need breaks. 
For example, if you put a teacher in 
a classroom with 15 kids for seven 
hours, the teacher will get tired, as 
well as the kids. 

“Kids need an opportunity to so- 
cialize and run around,” said Silvia 
Borders one of recess supervisors. 

“Teachers need breaks also,” said 
Tamara Porter another of our recess 
supervisors. 

Some people say that having recess 
is a useless waste of time and that 
instead of recess they should have 
some educational activity like P.E. 
Even our own recess people say that 
if they take recess away they should 
have more P.E time or more library 
time. 

Hopefully, the government and 
schools will see that taking recess 
away is not a good thing for stu- 
dents or teachers; that taking recess 
away won't help students bring their 
grades up; instead they will make it 
harder for students to pay attention 
in class. Most experts say that schools 
should find another way to help stu- 
dents bring up their grades. That way 
they won't take time away from the 
students, that is useful to them. 


Jewell Kids’ Care Center answers 
the community's needs 


By Christina Lahm 


Every year, on the first day of 
school new batches of kid's come 
into Jewell School, and start their 
learning career. 

Jewell Kids Care Center has been 
around since 1994, when it was start- 
ed by Ms. Sandy Creswell. Though 
the JKCC isn’t technically a part of 
the school, it is still located inside of 
it, and thanks to the contract they 
have with the district, Jewell School 
provides a perfect place for the pre- 
school. 

Since it was started, the JKCC has 
grown from 4-6 students, to 18 chil- 
dren, but they don't all come on the 
same day. Actually, the JKCC program 
is really two programs. The 3-year 
olds come on Tuesday's and Thurs- 


day and the 4-year olds come on 
Monday's, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
Also, there is a daycare program, 
from 11:00 to 4:00, where everyone 
enjoys fun, messy projects. 

Currently, the preschool is talking 
about how the season's are changing, 
and exploring a letter of the alphabet 
by coloring it and doing a worksheet 
involved with the current letter. 

But, the most exciting part of the 
year, is the Halloween parade. As we 
all know, the pre-schoolers dress 
in their costumes and trick or treat 
around the school. 

This year they didn’t end up visit- 
ing the high-schoolers as they have 
for so many years before, but we still 
know and love “the school within 
Jewell School,” our pre-schoolers. 
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Neal Kaminski is a budding photographer who shows a 
sensitivity in his nature images that is unusual for a young 


photographer. His photograph of the Douglas-fir bough 
above reveals the symmetry of the plant. He is careful with 
his use of light as the shes Gl of the sleeping polar bear 


shows. His photograph of the Aatart caiman’s intense stare is 
spot-on in terms of focus and lighting. Neal can expect to do 
great things with his photography in the future. 


David Crabtree’s wolfen image below shows a sensitivity 
to Native American artistic tradition. By drawing a realistic 
depiction of a wolf and then counterbalancing it with a 
coastal Indian representation, he is giving homage to local 
traditional artistic culture. His red Indian moon marries the 
two elements of his image into an artistic whole. 


Student views on the election of ‘08 


t 8:00pm it was announced 

on CNN that the Election 

had come to a close. Barack 
Obama is now finally the President 
of the United States. | am very proud 
of every American that decided to 
vote and give their support to Barack 
Obama and Joe Biden. 

Barack Obama is the best candidate 
for me for a number of reasons. His 
tax plan would provide a $1,000 tax 
cut for working couples making less 
than $250,000 and give tax breaks for 
middle class households. He will cut 
taxes for small businesses and make 
sure they get the loans they need. 
This is great news because it will also 
increase the number of jobs available 
in the US. 

There are many things that need 
to be fixed in this country right now, 
the most important of these being 
the economy. He will temporarily 
eliminate taxes on unemployment 
benefits, give a $3,000 tax credit to 
companies for each new employee 
it hires in the United States. 

America is going in the best di- 
rection it possibly could by electing 
Barack Obama. 

David Featherston 


he election did not turn out 
well, Obama shouldn’t have 
won. | think the only reason 
Obama won is because a lot of peo- 
ple here their information from bad 
sources. Any internet source lies and 
cheats and anything that the candi- 
dates say is also usually a lie. A radio 
channel called Rush Limbaugh is a 
better source than any source you 
can think of. 

They explain everything on it, and 
the information has been proven in 
the future many times. Barack Obama 
is a socialist, he believes in abortion, 
and we'll probably stop helping Israel 
and that area is where most of our oil 
comes from. | think that the great- 
est challenge for Obama is for him 
to keep his followers because he lied 
so many times in his speeches, but so 
did McCain 

Economically | think it will be re- 
ally hard for him to bring back the 
economy that Bill Clinton messed up. 
| think that he will hurt our country 
in the future, the economy will go 
down but | think that still would’ve 
happened with McCain. Overall | 
think that Sarah Palin was better 
than McCain, Obama and Biden. She 
had great ideas and she was a Chris- 
tian. Our country isn’t going in the 
right direction. If we want to remain 
in the power we have now, McCain 
should’ve won or maybe someone 


better could've come along. If | had 
a choice | would vote against Obama 
and McCain, | mean | could just not 
vote, but I'd like for my vote to be 
negative towards both Candidates. 
In all of this most people had really 
bad sources, and | think some peo- 
ple voted for Obama just because 
he's Black and that’s wrong. Obama 
is going to be the downfall of our 
country, or at least weaken it. 
Josh Stahly 


President of the United States of 
America turned out in the worst 
way possible. The citizens of the Unit- 
ed States of America are not ready 
and prepared like they say they are 
for such a President. | think he is go- 
ing to take the entire country in the 
wrong direction in many of the main 
topics. Through the next four years, 
the United States has elected a Presi- 
dent like no other; he wants to bring 
change and has to bring change be- 
cause that is what the people want. 
But how much change is one willing 
to endure? 
| see the election as being a turn- 
ing point for our country and a new 
beginning to get things back in order. 
But the country does not need and 


| n my opinion the election for 


can't afford higher taxes. With Barack 
Obama's campaign ending, there are 
many things he has promised that 
will not be even logistically possible 
in the timeline that he has presented. 

In the future, as Obama looks to 
goals he is going to have to accom- 
plish, | see the economy and the 
housing market as being a couple 
main ones., as well the war in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. However, | believe 
that if we pull out too soon that our 
country will pay in the end. The Tal- 
iban and other groups are out to 
get us and if we allow for them to 
grow and expand in the Middle East 
countries, they will find new ways us- 
ing the technology we now have in 
today’s world to attack the United 
States. | see this as being a main is- 
sue that our President elect will make 
poor choices on, and then the coun- 
try will pay for it. 

| see the future in education and 
immigration being two more signifi- 
cant issues that our president elect 
will have to deal with. | don’t be- 
lieve that Senator Obama has what 
it takes to make the correct choices 
and make our country a better place 
in the future. | see him taking educa- 
tion in many paths and none look- 
ing promising. He is going to focus 
on young age groups and math and 
science, but what about the arts and 
life skills that many aren't getting at 
home because the adults in today’s 
world aren't doing their job. | don’t 
see the President making an impact 
in the world of education until the 
parents of today’s children and teens 
get the shock of reality. The adults 
must step up and make things hap- 
pen for the future of our nation. 


| see our country going in the 
wrong direction focusing too much 
on healthcare and spending money, 
which, don’t’ get me wrong, are im- 
portant. But what about the things 
that are lacking in the younger gen- 
erations like the sense of family and 
responsibility and education? The 
President can do whatever he wants, 
but until his FOLLOWERS see what 
the world is coming to in terms of 
the younger generations, nothing is 
going to get better. 

Adults always say that they want to 
leave the generations to come witha 
better world to live in. But why don’t 
they take the opportunity now and 
snap into reality that drop-out rates 
and grades are dropping and that 
students need to have structure to 
become productive citizens in the 
future. Overall though, Mr. Obama 
is the 44th President he will do what- 
ever he does, making the world bet- 
ter or worse, and no one can change 
that. 

Amber Meier 


right choice for President and will 

be a good change for the United 
States. | think that the greatest chal- 
lenges will be the 10 trillion dollar 
debt that President Bush gave us, and 
also the need to get the economy 
back in order. The most important 
issues are the terrible economy and 
health care which Obama will help 
and fix. In my opinion we are going in 
the right direction and proving that 
any person from the United States 
can become President. 

Matt Lerma 


think that Barack Obama was the 


Student views on the election of ‘08 


watched the political elections 

| all day yesterday after getting 
home from school. The first 
thing that | did was turn the TV on 
and tuned in to channel 2. | believe 
that this election was one of the most 
important so far in my life because 
I'm getting to the age where I'm go- 
ing to be making decisions by myself. 

The new President of the United 
States is going to influence my deci- 
sions because it will all depend on 
what he will be able to do to fix the 
economy which is one of the most 
important things that Americans are 
worried about. How is Barack Obama 
going to fix the economy, and how 
long will it take? But for me the most 
important thing right now would 
have to be, how affordable it is go- 
ing to be to go to college? 

| am a junior at Jewell school and 
have started to look forward to the 
future to where | will be going to col- 
lege. Of course | am going to need 
financial aid, but what | question is 
whether Barack Obama going to help 
us students in making college more 
affordable, or are things going to 
stay the same. | believe that Barack 
Obama will make a great President if 
he does the things that he said he is 
going to do, like fix the economy, fix 
health care and make it affordable for 
people among other things. 

The toughest thing for him | believe 
though is whether he'll be able to 
stand to his word and will he be able 
to live up to the people’s standard 
they already have for him. | mean, he 
has said much over the past months, 
but can he actually do the things that 
he said he is going to do or was he 
just saying that to get elected? 

| believe that the nation has made 
a wise decision by electing Barack 
Obama as our new President. | be- 
lieve that he will do great things. He’s 
young, intelligent, but most of all he 
comes from the type of background 
that most of Americans have gone 
through; he understands what it’s 
like to be poor and in need. | think 
that he'll listen to the people and 
lead us to a better America. 

Ulises Olvera 


tion of Barack Obama as Presi- 

dent of the United States. | think 
that the American people have spo- 
ken and that they really believe a 
significant change, including a party 
change, was in need for this country 
to get out of the ditch we’ve dropped 
into. | believe Obama will bring out 
great change, no matter what the is- 


am very happy about the elec- 


sue. He’s going to bring the 
troops home, lower taxes for 
the middle class, and hope- 
fully find alternative energy. | 
do wish he had a tidbit more 
experience, but he is young, 
fresh, exciting, and a great 
public speaker. | hope he 
lives up to America’s expec- 
tations. 

| believe the greatest chal- 
lenge for Barack will definite- 
ly be the economy. We are in 
a recession right now, and 
he will have to try his hard- 
est to bring us back up out 
of this crisis. No matter who 
was elected, this is the issue 
that is the biggest right now. 
He'll have to figure out a way 
to get American jobs back, bring the 
morale up, and stop the downward 
spiral. 

The most important issues to me 
right now include health care and 
the economy. | think Obama will help 
with these issues, especially with the 
plans that he has discussed in his ral- 
lies and speeches. Listening to him 
in his speeches, he sounds relatively 
considerate and concerned. 

| think as of right now in this hour, 
our country is going in the right di- 
rection. Getting George W. Bush out 
of office is always considered going 
in the right direction. But after Janu- 
ary 20, we'll see. | can’t tell you if we'll 
be going in the right direction then, 
but | definitely have hope and faith 
in Barack Obama. | don’t doubt him, 
but you still never know what's go- 
ing to happen until it happens. 

Jesika Kaczenski 


President-elect Barack Obama 

will do great things for this 
country. The past few years America 
has been upset because of the cur- 
rent President and several mistakes 
he has made, and some damage he 
has caused. The American people 
(including me) are now very optimis- 
tic and enthusiastic about Obama's 
new “change” policy. | am excited 
about his plans to lower college 
tuition rates, and bring our troops 
home. | think Barack Obama will be 
a great President. 

The number one challenge for 
President Obama is going to be 
the economy. Lately Wall Street has 
been ina crisis, and Obama will defi- 
nitely have to do something about 
that right away. He is also going to 
face the war in Iraq, the war in Af- 
ghanistan, terrorism, health care, 


| am very hopeful that the new 


and illegal immigration. Obama is 
inheriting a big headache! 

The most important issue to me is 
the education system, just because 
it’s currently the one that affects 
me the most. | recently heard that 
Obama is for lower tuition rates! 
That sounds great to me, the college 
| want to go to is a bit expensive, 
maybe by the time | graduate the 
tuition rates will be down. 

The United States is at a cross- 
roads; we are going to experience 
a lot of change in the next couple 
of months, with a very different ad- 
ministration. | am confident that we 
are going down a better road than 
the one we've been on the last eight 
years. | don’t dislike our current Pres- 
ident, but he did make quite a few 
errors in running our country. Now | 
think we are headed towards quite 
a bit of positive change. For some 
people that will be hard, but most 
of America is very happy. 

Gretchen Anderson 


s far as elections go, | paid as 
Ame attention to this one 
as | did the rest: none at all. | 
didn’t care, and still don’t really, but 
there is good news... | don’t have to 
move to Canada. In our future | don't 
see any major differences, other than 
that of the ethnicity of the President. 
Though Obama is much smarter than 
Bush, | still don’t see any major turn 
of events that is going to change the 
U.S. forever. The only really big thing 
that'll really happen is if Obama gets 
assassinated. | myself am not affected 
at all by this election, and won't be. | 
think it's cool that we finally have our 
first Black President, but still | don’t 
see any difference between him and 
any other President; they’re all rich. 
Scott Fox 
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y thoughts on the election 
M is that the right person 
was elected. | didn’t really 
care much during the elections but 
started to follow it more near the last 
month because it took over TV and 
the Internet. | think that Obama has 
a better chance than McCain to fix 
what's going on in the United States 
right now. Both of them had good 
ideas and would have made a good 
President, but Obama was the better 
choice. 
Chris Hammerberg 


Student views on the election of ‘08 


hat is my view on the elec- 
tion of our new ‘awesome’ 
President? That it was, un- 


fortunately, fair. What the media said 
afterwards, about the people who 
voted for McCain, was just improper, 
childish, and quite racist. And if you 
don’t know what they said, wow, and 
| thought | was out of the loop. | don’t 
like our new President, and would 
rather have had Bush re-elected than 
live four years through what our new 
socialist President is going to put us 
through. Oregon, are you ready for 
taxes? Where will you move to? There 
won't be anywhere to run to in our 
country. 

Our new President is going to 
have to realize that pulling out vast 
amounts of the troops in the Mid- 
dle East is going to result in chaos. 
There are still terrorists out there, 
and if Obama empties the place of 
our soldiers, who is going to stop 
the attacks? An invisible wall? Wow, 
who knew someone had found the 
key to invisibility! Where is the wall? 
And when can | visit? He’s also going 
to have to deal with a lot of angry 
people, as they realize that the tax 
plan he has is going to cause them 
to become poor too. We thought we 
could hardly pay for food and gas 
now! Wait until taxes set in. Then we 
will feel the brunt of what it really 
means to be starving. 

My main thing that is important to 
me, is being able to live comfortably, 
with no fear. Following that, is go- 
ing to college. Also | am very anti- 
abortion. Obama contradicts himself 
repeatedly, and in each issue that it 
seems like he can’t make up his mind. 
And | thought only us females did 
that! 

Our country has taken a turn for 
the worse. Taxes will raise, abortion 
rates will rise, and the nation will go 
down the toilet. 

Welcome to the Socialist States 
of America! Have a wonderful four 
years. 

Anonymous 


the presidential election. | nev- 

er thought that he would even 
make it to the final votes but he did 
pull through and now he is our new 
president. To me his ideas are more 
realistic than McCain's ideas, and also 
we did need to change from having 
a Republican President to a Demo- 
cratic one. | think that his ideas will 
also support our economy, including 
his new medical care plan that will 
give up to $2,500 to families for their 


re the fact that Obama won 


medical expenses. 

| think that his biggest problem will 
be trying to unite our country so that 
they all will work together. Our coun- 
try has one of the most diverse popu- 
lations with many different cultures 
living together. There are however 
many different ideas in our country 
and lots of people don’t agree with 
others. It will be a very tough job try- 
ing to get all those different cultures 
to unite. 

The most important issue to me 
is finding new energy sources and 
helping the environment. Obama 
is looking to find new and intuitive 
ways of helping our environment. He 
is also trying to add new jobs for the 
people of America so that they won't 
have to go into poverty. To me all this 
will help our country, or at least if 
what he says is true, then it will help 
our country. Our country is a huge 
mess, with large debts and many dif- 
ferent economic problems. If Obama 
does what he says he is going to do, 
this country will definitely change 
dramatically. 

Zach Rozinek 


hen|found out that Obama 
Wes ahead in the Presiden- 
tial race, | was completely 
devastated. My family are true Re- 
publicans and always have been. | 
myself do not know that much about 
politics, but | try to learn and keep up 
with as much as | can. My dad and 
stepmom are always keeping up with 
all of it though. Every time | come 
home from school, their TV's are al- 
ways on Fox News. 
| feel like Obama hides some de- 
tails of his plans for the United States. 
During his campaign for the Presi- 
dency he preached about “Change”. 
However, he never would exactly say 
what he was going to change. He was 
always too busy bashing on the Re- 
publicans along with other liberals. 
Worry about what the country 
needs, don’t worry about trying to 
find dirt or make up lies about the 
Republicans just to turn everyone 
against them. Obama and Biden are 
liars and | truly think that they will not 
keep their promises. They both con- 
sistently lied about McCain's health 
care plan and hid the facts about 
their plans. Some of Obama's plans 
are going to harm employer cover- 
age; his health plan will cost $243 mil- 
ion per year, and his plan will damage 
private coverage. 
| also believe that Obama is just way 
too inexperienced to be President. | 
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really think he’s not ready. He was 
only senator for about three years 
and for two of those years he was 
mostly campaigning. 

| just think that Obama will not 
keep his word on the things he 
promises. He promises to lower 
taxes for the middle class, but while 
he was senator of Illinois he prom- 
ised the same thing and never did 
it. Bill Clinton also said that he would 
lower taxes and he actually ended 
up raising them. So, I’m pretty sure 
that Obama and Biden are going to 
do the same. Obama also told the 
American people that the govern- 
ment will take care of everything 
and not to worry about a thing. 
However, once he got elected Presi- 
dent he started saying that that the 
government can’t do everything for 
you and that we're going to have to 
be patient or maybe do some things 
on our own. He needs to stick to one 
thing and stop lying to the American 
people. 

The hardest challenges for our 
new President will probably be the 
huge problem with the economic 
crises and dealing with the Iraq war. 
Even though President Bush already 
agreed to take our troops out of Iraq 
by 2011, Obama is going to try to 
stop the war early and get the troops 
out within 6 or 16 months. We'll see 
about that. He'll probably take credit 
for letting out the troops by the year 
that was agreed. 

Overall, | think that having the very 
first African American of the United 
States is unbelievable and inspiring 
to many people. | just don’t agree 


with his politics. Don’t get me wrong 
though, | mean Obama is a very edu- 
cated man. Some of the things he 
has achieved in his life are impres- 
sive. We'll just see what happens and 
what he does for our country in the 
four years to come. 


y opinion of Barack Obama 
M being elected is that it’s a 
good change for the Unit- 
ed States government. He could bea 
great leader as long as we give hima 
chance to be President. | think he can 
do a lot of good change to America 
if he makes the right choices. Barack 
has a lot on his plate, but one of the 
biggest challenges he has is the fi- 
nancial crisis and the war in Iraq. | 
agree that the most important issues 
are the financial crisis in the United 
States, also the Iraq war. Right now 
one can say were going in the right 
direction or the wrong direction, all 
we can do is wait and see if the adults 
of America made the right pick for 
President. 
Kyle Degerstedt 
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iDisappointed 


-A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Tech Corner by Thomas Kleen 


I'm sure all of you know about the 
new iPhone. The newest and most 
advanced piece of technology from 
Apple yet. The iPhone has the sleek 
look, the amazing touch screen, the 
nearly unlimited applications, the 
wireless internet, and built-in speak- 
ers. The iPhone is the dream of geeks 
and nerds worldwide. But it’s not all 
it’s been chalked up to be. Why are 
people like me, someone who loves 
new technology, disappointed by the 
iPhone? 

For starters, the iPhone’s touch 
screen can become, at times, mis- 
aligned. For instance, there are times 
when I'm in my contacts and | try to 
select one, and it thinks I've chosen 
someone who wasn’t even in the 
view. Then | go back a step and try 
again with the same result until | go 
back to the very top and work my 
way back down. The touch screen 
also gets messy very, very easily. Any 
slight grease, sweat, oils or mess on 
the finger seems to be sucked up by 
the screen. It truly is a pain to clean 
the screen more than once an hour. 
The turn-to-the-side feature works 
only, that I’ve found, for Safari and 
iTunes. That was another disappoint- 
ment in my book. Not to mention the 
diffi culty of trying to dial and work 
the actual phone operations. 

Also, on the original iPhones, the 
metal backing actually restricts some 
of the cell service. It doesn’t remove 
it all, or even really reduce service 
too much, but here at Jewell, every 


tiny bit of bar counts! The applica- 
tion purchasing routine, to get all the 
cool little games on the iPhone, is 
diffi cult to say the least/t took mea 
long while to figure out | must pause 
for a few moments before pressing 
the download button. 

Now, that’s not to say that the 
iPhone is all bad. In fact, there are 
several redeeming qualities to the 
device. The applications, for exam- 
ple can be useful or pointless, but 
are usually fun. | have on my own 
iPhone a Star Wars Lightsaber appli- 
cation. It makes a lightsaber image 
on your screen, and when you swing 
the iPhone back and forth, it makes 
the swooshing noises of the light- 
sabers from the movie! My father and 
| have lightsaber duels all the time, 
and when you make a sudden stop 
with the phone, it sounds like your 
“lightsaber” had hit another! There's 
another application | found, where 
you basically tap the screen and pop 
bubbles on bubble wrap. You even 
get to hear the noise of the bubble 
wrap popping from your phone! 

There are some redeeming quali- 
ties, as | mentioned, though |’m still 
incredibly disappointed by the diffi- 
culties, and consider them too great 
to allow the applications and Internet 
to make it a great phone. It’s a phone, 
an iPhone, not a game boy, it was 
designed to be a phone and a music 
player with benefits, but the music 
and phone are hard at times to work 
effi ciently. 


By Sam Coy 


The school year is off and running, 
since everyone is wrapping up the 
first quarter. The student council has 
had a busy nine weeks, which includ- 
ed the Oregon Beach Clean Up, Troop 
Care Packages, and the Homecoming 
festivities. 

On Saturday, September 20, the 
beaches across the coast were 
packed with volunteers who helped 
clean them up. This year, the student 
council obtained the support from 
the administration to participate in 
the Oregon Beach Clean Up. Overall, 
there were seventeen students, one 
advisor, and one parent that volun- 
teered. After concluding, they picked 
up approximately ten to twelve bags 
of trash. 

This year, the student council con- 
tinued the troop care package tradi- 
tion. They decided to continue the 
tradition because it lets the troops 
know that people are still pulling for 
them, and the packages give them 
a little slice of Americana that they 
normally wouldn't get otherwise. As 
many of you remember, the Jewell 
community got special thanks, in the 
form of a certificate, a photo slide- 
show, and a letter from the Co A 641 
Aviation unit. Last year, six boxes 
were sent and three large boxes will 
be sent overseas this year. 

It has been a couple of weeks now, 
since the homecoming festivities 
and the student council has been 
wrapping the loose ends up. Over 
the course of the week, there was 
a variety of activities ranging from 


The 2008-2009 Jewell School Student Council 


tug-a-war to a cake-making contest. 
Everyone had an awesome time with 
the theme days, which included the 
likes of pirate day to spirit day. The 
council also sponsored a car bash 
and a bonfire after the last home 
league volleyball game. To close 
out the week, there was the football 
game, fireworks, and a whole lot of 
fun. The to end the night, the student 
council put together a Roman gar- 
den themed dance for the students. 
Overall, the 2008 Homecoming was 
a success. 

Right now, the student council 
is going to help with the holiday 
canned food drive, which will be from 
November 10 through November 21. 
They will be attending a fall student 
council conference sponsored by the 
Oregon Association of Student Coun- 
cils in Seaside. They plan to contrib- 
ute to the Jewell Giving Tree again 
this year. In the next couple of weeks, 
they will begin the planning process 
for the 2009 Winter Formal, which 
will occur around the semester break. 
They will be sending another dona- 
tion to Doernbecher towards the end 
of the school year. 

The 2008-2009 student council 
would like to say thanks again to the 
administration, all the local business- 
es, parents, teachers, staff, the Elsie- 
Vine Maple Fire Department, and the 
Clatsop County Sheriffs Department 
for all their help and support. 
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Top: Ulises Olvera and Kaylee Foster 

feed the Lorakeets “nectar” during the 

Photography Class field trip to the Oregon 
al Zoo. 


Bottom right: Cody Lowery gives a bear 
hug to a stuffed black bear at the Zoo 
store. 


Bottom left: Janie Swearingen takes 
photos. 


Photography by Blake Wilcoxen, Chrissy 
Garrison, Ulises Olvera and Mr. Anderson 
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Top right: Blake Wilcoxen looks 
at the penguins while Chrissy 
Garrison takes photos. 


Right: Colleen Crook with a 
handful of stuffed animals. 


Bottom left: Chaperone Dawn 
Lovely takes photos with Cody 
Lowrey in the background. 


Left: Chazlyn Lovely gives a high 
five to the bear at the Zoo store. 


Photos by Chrissy Garrison, 
Ulises Olvera, Blake Wilcoxen, 
and Mr. Anderson 
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VB girls go to 
State; end season 
with loss to North 

Clackamas 


It wasn’t surprising that the 
Jewell Blue Jays who went 10-2 in 
the Casco League made it to the 
state 1A Volleyball tournament. It 
was surprising, however, that they 
lost at home in the first round to the 
North Clackamas Christian Saints 
3-1. The final scores were 22-25, 25- 
19, 18-25, 21-25. 

While the Jays are practically 
unbeatable at home, the Saints 
brought with them a_ solid 
performance, a large and rowdy 
crowd of supporters, and a player, 
5'11” Caitlin Porter, who dominated 
the net and the baseline scoring 
nine kills and four aces. 

“These were two pretty evenly 
matched teams,’ said the Saints’ 
head coach Grant Nelson following 
the game. “Such teams make for 
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tight games. We have a good 

balance on our team. There is no 

rotation that is weak. We had three 
players that had 25 kills between 
them.’ 

Those players were Porter, 
5‘9"junior Rachel Palfenier, and 
5'9” senior Jenna Stopper. “Porter 
is an amazing player,’ said Jewell 
head coach Melissa Drechsel. “She 
is a great blocker and can read our 
players well.’ 

Drechsel was disappointed with 
her team’s performance, but happy 
with their overall effort. “We had 
a great season. We had a lot of 
younger players that stepped up 
this year as well as our seasoned 
players who did well,’ she said. 

“Last night they lost the energy 
and intensity that our team is known 
for’ she said. “We didn’t have the 
energy to the level that we should 
have. Our biggest struggle is that 
when we get down, we stay down 
and it’s hard for us to get back up 
and pull through. | really thought 
that after the second game, we 
would pull through and make it.’ 

Dreschsel did make note of 
two players who had exceptional 
games, however. “Amber [Meier] 
and Stephanie [Ames] had amazing 
kills last night,’ she said. Meier 
ended the game with nine kills, and 
Ames had seven. 


Senior Class 


Cut and Wrapped 


1 Raffle Ticket for $1.00 
6 for $5.00 


Winner annouced Dec. 19th at 


the boys basketball ga 


Buckaroos lasso Jays in 
final game of the season 


Football stories by Gretchen Anderson 


On Friday October 31, the Jewell football team traveled to St. Paul, for 
their final game of this season. The boys were very anxious to give those 
Buckaroos a whoopin’ but unfortunately, did not succeed in their endeavors. 
This was the guys first time competing against St. Paul, this season. St. Paul 
is indeed the arch nemesis of all Jewell sports including volleyball, football, 
and basketball. 

Some major highlights of the game were Chrissy Garrison’s (#80) amazing 
tackle, and a few touchdowns by Haiden Culp (#1) and Matt Prendergast 
(#50). Neal Kaminski (#27) commented “It was one of the team’s most emo- 
tional games.” The final score for the game was 12-46. Although they lost 
they had a great season with huge improvements all around. 


Jays get it done against 
Country Christian 


On October 3, the high school football team played a home game against 
the Country Christian Cougars. The Jays did particularly well in this game, 
with great passes by Blake Wilcoxen (#7) and Haiden Culp(#1), and an awe- 
some tackle from Bryce Browning(#24). 

“We came together and played like one heart beat,” said Haiden and 
Bryce, very enthusiastic about the game. “The team did a great job!” 

The final score of the game was 34-14. 


Jewell defeats Portland 
Lutheran at 
Homecoming 


On October 17 the Jays won their Homecoming 
game. This was a very proud win for the Blue Jays. As 
the opposing team had the same mascot as Jewell, 
the blue jay, for a while there was a rumor circulating 
that if Jewell lost, they would be forced to change 
their school mascot. It ended up being moot, be- 
cause the real Jays won. The Portland Lutheran Blue 
Jays went home with their tail feathers plucked. 

The boys battled hard, and managed to stay ahead 
of the Lutherans the entire game. There were some 
awesome passes by David Crabtree, Neal Kaminski, 
and Matt Prendergast. There were also some great 
touchdowns by Haiden Culp and Matt Prendergast. 
The night was very cold, but the guys wanted it too 
much to let that get them down. 

Haiden Culp, a running back said “The team re- 
ally came together in this game, and we worked as 
one heart beat.” The Jays did indeed pull together 
this game, and showed outstanding team work and 
sportsmanship. 

Since it was homecoming week, at halftime the 
homecoming court assembled on the track, in front 
of many cheering fans, waiting to see who would 
become king and queen. Ulises Olvera and Tessa 
Brooks were crowned. 

After the ceremony, and some awesome fireworks, 
the game proceeded. The final score was 52-40. The 
guys certainly earned it. 
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Quarterback Haiden Culp runs the bail. 


Fick to coach 
both girls and 
boys basketball 
this season 


Jewell Athletic Director Mark 
Fick's job just got much busier. 
Besides his duty as AD, he is taking 
on the job of both boys’ and girls’ 
basketball coach for the 2008-2009 
season. 

An Athletic Director's job 
includes scheduling games for 
all the sports teams; making sure 
all the coaches have the right 
equipment for their players; 
assuring the Superintendent that 
the teams are abiding by the OSAA 
standards; and making sure that 
all the players on the team are 
academically eligible. 

This means that Fick has to 
check in with teachers every week, 
to make sure the athletes are being 
successful. Athletes who are failing 
aclass risk missing a game or being 
dropped from the sport. 

The varsity boys’ and girls’ first 
game is on Dec. 2 away against 
the Neakahnie Pirates. Game time 
starts at 6:00 p.m. 

The first varsity home game for 
both teams is against the Gaston 
Greyhounds on Dec. 3. at 5:30 and 
7:30. For more information go to 
www.oregonprepsports.net or 
www.highschoolsports.net. 
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Homecoming Week ignites 
school spirit 


By Sara Olvera 


The freshman class this year took 
Homecoming Week to a new level. 
With their continuous winnings and 
determination, they became the class 
to watch out for. 

Homecoming Week started out 
with students bringing their crazy 


hair to Jewell. With most of the class- 
es participating in the dress up, the 
freshman class took the winning for 
dress up on Monday. During third pe- 
riod the freshman class were putting 
on their first ever assembly. 

But, before they could put on their 
assembly, the student council pre- 
sented the princes and princesses 
for Homecoming. For the freshman 
class it was Neal Kaminski and Thai 
Curtis. For the sophomore class it was 
Eric Armstrong and Angel Ulm. Then 
for the junior class it was Ulises Ol- 
vera and Tessa Brooks. Finally for the 
senior class it was Matt Prendergast 
and Michelle Tate. 

After the announcement it was 
time for the annual freshman auc- 
tion, for the small amount of ninth 
graders, they raised a big amount 
of money. One reason could be that 
Neal Kaminski was sold to Cole Wil- 
coxen for $105. Well, after the auc- 
tion it was time for the ninth grade 
assembly. The assembly that they 
put on was all about communication 
and creativity. For the assembly there 
were two guys from each class. One 
of the guys was in the front and the 
other one in the back. The guy in the 
front had his hands tied to his back, 
and the guy in the back would be 
blind folded with his hands through 
the other guys. Now the guy in the 
back will try to mix a cake with his 
hands, but blind folded. And the guy 


in the front will have to give direc- 
tions to the guy in the back. The 
next part of the assembly would be 
the same thing but, with girls. And 
instead of them mixing a cake they 
would be decorating a cake. Aside 
from the ninth graders winning the 


dress up competition, they did not 
win their own assembly’s event. The 
juniors won the assembly followed 
by the seniors, then in third place 
the freshmen. 

On Tuesday the dress up was 
hippie day. That day students were 
trying to get first place. But, again 
the freshman class won dress up 
followed by the eighth graders and 
eleventh graders. During fourth pe- 
riod the seventh and eighth graders 
put on their assembly. Their assem- 
bly was held outside. There was a 
tarp covered in slippery soap, and 
the competition was about each 
class getting some participants and 
getting to the other side of the tarp 
being wheelbarrowed across. Dur- 
ing the assembly the seventh and 
eighth graders were also doing a 
game of tug-o-war. After the assem- 
bly, the seniors won, followed by the 
juniors and the freshmen. 

The next day, Wednesday, Jew- 
ell was home to the pirates. The 
high schoolers dressed up as pi- 
rates. But, as before, the freshmen 
won the dress up competition for 
the third time. Wednesday during 
sixth period the sophomore class 
put on their assembly, where each 
class competed against each other 
in jungle ball. This is a game that is 
like volleyball, but without so many 
rules. They were also having a com- 
petition on which class could make 


the most three pointers. At the end 
the seniors won, then the freshmen 
and eighth graders tied for second 
place. The seventh graders tied the 
juniors for last place. 

The theme for Thursday was op- 
posite sex day. On that day most of 
high schoolers dressed up. On that 
day the freshmen weren't the only 
class to win, they were tied with the 
eighth graders. In second place were 
the seventh graders, and in third 
place were the seniors. During fifth 
period it was time for the juniors to 
do their assembly. 

During their assembly they had 
many things going on. One of them 
was having one member of each 
class pick green grapes from a plate, 
were there were also purple grapes. 
The grapes were also covered with 
whip cream. They had to pick the 
green grapes and get them to the 
outside of the plate. In that chal- 
lenge the sophomores won. Next up 
on their assembly was a Jello eating 
contest, in with the they had to see 
how fast a student from each class 
could eat the Jello. The seniors won 
the Jello eating. After the jello eating 
race, they chose seven people from 
each class. They then had them blind 
folded and spread around the room. 
Then they had all the class members 
find each other. At the end of their 
assembly the first place winners were 
the seniors. In second place were the 
sophomores, and in third place were 
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the juniors. 

Spirit Day came on Friday. On Fri- 
day everybody brought their spirit to 
Jewell, but no one had expected the 
that once again the freshmen would 
win dress up for the fifth time in a 
row. At the end of the day the dur- 
ing seventh period the seniors were 
presenting their assembly. 

During the senior’s assembly they 
put on a gladiator basketball game, 
between classes two representatives 
from each class, tried to put balls into 
garbage cans. But, the trick was that 
their were four teachers who were 
guarding the garbage cans. After- 
wards, instead of having teachers, 
there were students guarding the 
garbage cans. In that assembly the 
seniors won. 

After the assembly was over, the 
student council announced which 
class won Homecoming Week. In 
fourth place it was the sophomore 
class. In third place it was the junior 
class, second place was the seniors; 
the freshman class got first place, 
winning Homecoming Week. 

With all the competition going on 
between classes, Homecoming Week 
is a way for teachers and students to 
unwind from school. Homecoming 
Week also welcomes the new stu- 
dents coming into junior high, and 
high school, and gives them a heads 
up on what Jewell is really about. 


BAKER’S: 


Fresh food, cold milk, — 
great cookies, gas, 
movie rentals, hard- 


ware, camping sup- 
plies, home made 
baked goods & a deli 


503-755-2739 


Located just before the Jewell junction on Highway 26 


ee eeetee 


BAKER'S 


General Store 
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JESSIKA’S PAGE! riction, poetry AND REVIEWS BY JESSIKA ROBINSON 


SILK AN 


this season. 
SNAP! | felt my teeth crush the bones of another salmon. | tossed it on the bank with the other fish 
t. That looked like enough for now. | leaped out of the water, landing on the bank, but | slipped and f 
\pletely in water. | growled at the muddy bank. | hated getting completely wet! It took forever for my blo 
pelt to dry out completely, and until then it weighed me down. |! 
myself up and managed to drag myself up and over the bank. | 
down near my pile of fish, and used my paw to brush the pile 
sheet. | chose the biggest one, then grabbed it gently with n 
walked to a small patch of dry dirt, and easily dug a hole one 
and three paws East to West. | laid the fish in this hole; its h 


Earth Mother for providing me with the large meal of fi 
take my best catch as a token of my gratitude. 

Once | had finished with my prayer and covering th 
life, and | laid down to enjoy my meal. This was all I'd 
because I'd be scavenging for nuts and berries and 
| sat there, planning out a good way for me to collect 
the short amount of time | had left. | could feel the 
way towards me, and | knew | had a limited time left. f 


h was tucked behind a grove of evergreens, but | managed to snuffle my wa} 
tricky process — | won't feel the thorns, unless | try to grab them with my tongue; 


ow 


j to survive as well. The bush sighed in relief, and explained that no bears had story 
y, many blackberries with no more damage than two accidental brushes with 
me | was full of fish and berries, the Sun had set 
t. | lumbered to my Cave-Den, feeling very full and 
tired. | curled up and was quickly sound asleep. Contrary to 
popular belief, most bears do not snore, and | happen to be one 
of those bears. 
A White-Breasted Nuthatch called my name softly from 
outside. “Sheka! Sheka, wake up! Sky Father sent something for 
Come and See!” 
i groaned, liking my warm den. | wasn’t supposed to be 
awake. | should've been too deeply asleep for a small bird to 
wake me up. Ah well. Earth Mother must've wanted it. | pulled 
myself up, then walked slowly out of my den. 
| jumped and ran back into my cave when | felt the 
cold ground. it had never been cold like that before...huh. | 
looked at the ground, then at the leafless forest. Everything 
was covered in a thick, thick blanket of powdery white snow. 
Snow! That meant it was Winter! For the first time in my life, | 
had seen snow - proof! Proof of winter! | sighed contentedly, then turned around and went back into my cave. 
| curled up and fell asleep, knowing that the Big Sleep had come. | fell asleep happy, for | had seen this 
wonder that all animals speak of, that | never could, until now. | would go to sleep now, so that in Spring | could 
tell all my friends of the snow — the snow | had seen in Winter. 
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Hunting 
Safety 


By Bryce Browning 


Hunting safety is something that 
needs to remain a big thing in Jewell. 
Yes, not everyone hunts, but if you 
heard of someone accidentally get- 
ting shot in Jewell and you could've 
helped them, how would you feel if 
you didn’t know what to do? Anyway, 
hunting safety should always be a big 
thing in a small hunting community. It 
first starts with a few of the “experts.” 
David Crabtree and Neal Kaminski 
gave me a few tips. 

These two young gentlemen who 
say they've been out hunting “too 
many times to count” and “killed too 
many animals to count” also, should 
know a few things about safety with a 
high powered weapon in the woods. 
They say that safety isn’t an issue that 
comes up a lot while hunting, but the 
precautions taken before hunting 
are something that keeps it that way. 
They say the biggest “unsafe” factor is 
muzzle direction. The biggest factors 
that you need to look out for when 
hunting are muzzle direction and 
new hunters. New hunters however, 
have their own rules when going out 
their first couple of times. The new 
hunters’ guns are never loaded unless 
they have a perfectly good shot and 
there is nothing behind the target. 

The safety precautions that are 
taken before the hunters go out are 
checking the gun, making sure the 
chamber is clear, and making sure 
that the new hunters’ gun is unload- 
ed and his/ her chamber is clear. Da- 
vid Crabtree says he was only scared 
out hunting once. “The only time | 
was scared while hunting was when 
| was face to face 20 feet away from a 
bear,” he exclaims. 

The gun safety in the house should 
be a big thing if you live in a house 


that you know has guns in it and are 
active during hunting season. | asked 
David and Neal how gun safety in 
their houses were and they respond- 
ed, “Guns in [our] house are under 
lock and key twenty-four seven and 
are taken out when they are being 
cleaned or if you are about to head 
out. But the guns are NEVER loaded 
in the house.” 

So gun safety looks like it’s at the 
highest it can get. That’s not true, 
safety standards can always get safer 
and safer, so | got thirteen essential 
rules for hunting. Even if you don’t 


hunt, here are some rules for future 
reference: 

1. Treat your disarmed gun or 
bow with the same respect that you 
would with a loaded bow or gun. AL- 
WAYS assume that your gun or bow 
is loaded and ready to shoot. 

2. NEVER, EVER point your gun 
or bow at anyone when unloaded. 


3. Always point your weapon in 
a safe direction. 

4. Keep your safety on until 
ready to shoot. 

5. Do not become anxious and 
take your safety off of your weapon 
prior to the shot. That is why the safe- 
ty is located usually within an inch of 
the trigger. 

6. ALWAYS keep your target IN 
FRONT of you. That is crucial. 

7. Clearly identify your target be- 
fore you shoot. Every year individuals 
are shot because they are mistaken 
for a deer. In all my years of hunting, 
| still cannot 
fathom how 
this occurs. 
Even 30 min- 
utes before 
sunrise, one 
should clearly 
see their tar- 
get before 
shooting. 
Once again 
emotions get 
in the way 
and inappro- 
priate shots 
are taken. 

8. Always 
unload your 
firearm; never 
climb into a 
tree stand, 
climb over a 
fence, in or 
over a duck 
blind with a 
loaded weap- 
on. 

9. Know 
the range of 
your weapon. 
Know how far 
it will shoot. Know what loads you 
have in the chamber. Know how ac- 
curate you are with a bow and how 
far that your bow will shoot. Know 
what is behind your target. 

10. Keep your emotions in check. 
Use GOOD judgment. No animal, 
whether it is a deer or a pintail drake, 
a large rooster pheasant climbing out 


DRIVER'S ED AND WHY WE DON'T HAVE 


By Scott Fox 


As some of you have noticed, 
there is no Driver's Ed class in 
our new school. This is because 
the budget of Jewell has been 
hit by a building, literally. Driver’s 
education is no longer a priority in 
the Jewell School District. 

_- The school doesn’t technically 
have to offer Driver's Ed and if 
students are ever so concerned, 


aa 


they can seek out individual Driver's 
Ed. These classes are offered alli 
over the state, but must be paid for. 
The school could offer a Driver's Ed 
course to those who would want to 
pay for it. 

There are some benefits that 
will be worth the extra cash to 
students, insurance prices go down 
for someone who has taken Driver’s 
Ed. This sort of advantage will help 
you keep some extra cash under 


your mattress. Also once you have 
taken this course you should be a 
better driver, reducing the amount 
of accidents you may cause in the 
future. With well educated driver's, 
in the end, come low insurance 
costs. 

Some Driver's Ed courses are 
not good for the future of Driver's. 
The Porsche club of America 
offers a Driver's Ed course for “how 
to handle cars at high speeds" 
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of a morning's cornfield, or a 10 to 
12-point buck, is worth an accident. 
It is when these gifts of nature spring 
up and our emotions rise that mis- 
takes happen. 

11. Ear safety: Many hunters will 
sacrifice ear safety so they can hear 
game coming, especially when deer 
hunting. Put a soft earplug in the ear 
closest to your weapon. | personally 
have decreased hearing now in my 
right ear because this is one area | 
neglected over time. All of our senses 
are precious and we must take care 
of them as best as possible. 

12. Always keep your gun clean. 
When you unload your gun, if it is a 
pump, | usually make sure 2-3 ejec- 
tions after the 3 shells come out that 
there is nothing in the chamber. | 
leave the chamber open. The same 
for automatics. Check and see if your 
barrel is free of any debris. Over the 
years, a mouse may find its way into 
your gun case. It can tear up some of 
the cotton, and cotton may be stuck 
in the barrel. If you shoot, you'll have 
a split barrel. The shrapnel could 
come back in your face, causing eye 
injuries and severe facial lacerations. 
Even alittle bit of snow at the end of 
your barrel can cause a severe injury. 
When you drop your gun, you should 
always dismantle it, clean it, wipe it 
down, and put it back together. 

13. As with any piece of equip- 
ment, a clean weapon is a functional 
weapon. This holds true with bows, 
as well. Check them before use to 
make sure they are in good working 
order. All parts of the bow should 
be tightened and in correct position, 
usually accomplished with an Allen 
wrench, prior to hunting. 

So try to remember these key 
rules for when you're out hunting, 
or even just handling a weapon, take 
these rules to heart and don’t take 
them lightly because if they aren't 
going to save you one day because 
you don’t hunt, they could always 
save someone else out hunting who 
remembers them. 


IT 


Statistically more car crashes have 
been caused by people who have 
taken these courses than those 
who haven't. They practice on a 
closed circuit race track and are 
peer instructed, it’s safe for them 
there, but once they're on the open 
road and confident of their dr 

ills, they become a threat to all 

epeoplearoundthem. =| 
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NEWS ON YOUR LOCAL FIRE DE- 
PARTMENT: According to Chief Mike 
Wammack and additional firefighter 
personnel: The Elsie-Vinemaple Rural 
Fire Department (EVRFD) has been 
around since 1969 and it has always 
been an all volunteer department. The 
EVRFD is made up of three stations. 
Station 1 (the main station) is located 
in Elsie, Station 2 is located in Vine- 
maple and Station 3 is in Jewell. The 
department has: four engines, three 
water tenders (tankers), and three 
quick response vehicles. The EVRFD 
covers approximately 200 square 
miles. They average approximately 
120 calls a year. Calls range from; fires, 
motor vehicle accidents, Emergency 
Medical, logging accidents, hazardous 
materials, search & rescue and limited 
water rescue. 

According to a 
spokes person for the 
fire department, the El- 
sie/Vinemaple Rural Fire 
Department is in need 
of volunteers. They are 
always accepting ap- 
plications. Training oc- 
curs Wednesday nights 
at 7pm and Saturdays 
from 10am -2pm at the 
main station across from 
Bakers General Store. 
All are welcome to come 
see what they are about! 

As a member of the 
rural fire department, 
you are required to at- 
tend at least eight hours 
of training per month. 
After completing initial 
training, volunteers are issued turn- 
outs, personal protective equipment 
and pagers. Then they can respond 
to emergency calls with experienced 
firefighters. To maintain a firefighter's 
certification, an individual has to have 
60 hours of training per year and re- 
test in the areas of written knowledge, 
strength, and agility once a year. 

If you are under the age of 18 you 
can still join the fire department! 
EVRFD has a firefighter cadet pro- 
gram. If your parents are volunteers 
with the department, you can join at 
age 14. Without your parents on the 
department, you can join at age 16. 
Cadet firefighters have only a few limi- 
tations. While on fire scenes they need 
to be a certain distance from the fire, 
they are not allowed inside a burn- 
ing building and they must be super- 
vised by an experienced firefighter at 
all times. 

If you would like to volunteer but 
are not interesting in being a firefight 


er, they are also in need of support 
personnel. Support personnel tasks 
would include, but are not limited to: 
record keeping on scene, flaggers/ 
traffi c controllers, building & grounds 
maintenance, recovery stations (food 
and water during major fires or mass 
casualty incidents) and tender opera- 
tors. 

According to Nick Chavera, the 
2007-2008 Firefighter of the year, ad- 
ditional personnel support is always 
needed and appreciated. “We would 
enjoy the opportunity to give people 
a chance to see what it is we do and 
what we are all about.” Chavera has 
been with the Elsie/Vinemaple Fire 
Department for approximately six 
years now and explains that his favor- 
ite part of being on the department 
is the people he works 
along side. He always en- 
joys driving the big rigs, 
being able to run a scene 
and being able to take 
command when needed. 
“| feel grateful that we can 
have a fire department 
and that we can give 
back to the community. 
When we save a life, that 
is a really good feeling.” 
Says Chavera when asked 
how he feels being able 
to help within his com- 
munity. Although there 
are major benefits to be- 
ing on the department 
and the firefighters love 
what they do sometimes 
according to Chavera it 
can be stressful at times, 
but not always in a bad way. The El- 
sie/Vinemaple crew runs drills twice a 
week to keep up on their knowledge 
for when they do get called out. Drills 
include, but are not limited to, things 
like a lot of medical training, drafting 
water from different places around 
their jurisdiction, learning how to set 
up for when they go on scenes, work- 
ing with the ladders, trucks and all in 
their full gear, and most of all learning 
about how to keep themselves and 
by standards safe on all scenes. Cha- 
vera commented that both the most 
exciting and toughest calls are fires 
and serious MVAs (motor vehicle ac- 
cidents). There are people on this de- 
partment of different ages, genders, 
and professions but they all have a 
common goal of helping others. 

“This is the greatest thing | have 
ever been given the opportunity to 
bea part of,” stated first year Firefight- 
er/ First responder Melissa Drechsel. 
Drechsel came to the Jewell area in 


COMMUNITY ACTION 


Volunteer Fire Fiighters a vital part of our local community, by Leanna Chavera-Munk 


September 2007 as the Special Edu- 
cation teacher and Head High school 
Volleyball Coach. Drechsel joined the 
fire department last December af- 
ter the volleyball season ended to 
be “part of something bigger then 
myself.” 

When asked why she chose to join 
the fire department she responded, 
“It (becoming a firefighter) was some- 
thing | had always dreamed of do- 
ing. One of my older brothers is a full 
time firefighter and | always loved 
the excitement in his voice when he 
told me stories from calls he went on. 
He really makes a difference in other 
people's lives, and | want to be a per- 
son like that.” The best part according 
to Drechsel of being on the depart- 
ment is the adrenaline rush. “It’s not 
just running code three (going fast 
with lights and sirens) or even from 
the intense heat and fighting all night 
fires, sweating and working hard for 
hours on end. It’s also the feeling of 
personal satisfaction when working 
in a small community where people 
know you, and trust you.” She stated 


that the things that make her realize 
this is something that will always be 
a part of her life are things like arriv- 
ing at a medical call and being able 
to comfort the patient or their loved 
ones, or coming up on an MVA (mo- 
tor vehicle accident) and being the 
one that not only gets to help take 
care of a patient physically but helps 
calm the people down and lets them 
know their safety and security mat- 
ter. If Drechsel had to choose one 
thing that is her favorite part of be- 
ing on the department she said, “It 
is defiantly the camaraderie we as a 
crew share. It’s like having a dozen 
siblings that we love and care about, 
laugh and tease with and most of all 
rely on to get us through the tough 
situations we are faced with, and we 
always pull together and make things 
happen.” 

If you would like more information 
about the Elsie/Vinemaple Rural Fire 
Department, please contact Chief 
Mike Wammack at (503) 755-2021 or 
(503) 440-2228. 
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Music Review 
By Scott Fox 


Job For A Cowboy 


Job for a Cowboy is a band that 
is driven by its drumming and fast- 
paced tempo. They use odd rhythms 
and drum fills to connect sections of 
the song. Job for a Cowboy is a new- 
er band, and has jumped from one 
genre to another over the course of 
their two albums they've released. 
In their first album, Doom, the vocal- 
ist uses a wider range of pitches; in 
their second album they use deeper 
more guttural vocals to back their 
guitarists. 

Their bassist plays the same riffs 
as the guitarists and every once ina 
while plays unaccompanied, a nice 
little bass line to fill some area before 
another section of the song. 

The sound is clean and smooth at 
most points in their music, accompa- 
nied by occasional rests in odd plac- 
es to add some interesting points to 
the song. They also use rests in their 
music to change the tempo, and key 
signature so that there are no odd 
sounding parts of the songs. They 
play in a very odd key to make their 
music sound more evil. 

The guitarists of the band use 
economy picking (picking a note 
and adding a hammer on three 
frets away) and it sounds very clean, 
which is a hard technique to get to 
sound that good. The guitarists also 
use tremolo picking at some points 
in their songs, and very fast paced 
single notes. 

Job for a Cowboy overall gets an 
8.5 out of 10, the drummer is very 
talented, and so are the guitarists 
to a point. The deduction is for the 
fact that they just aren’t extremely 
ground breaking. The guitarists are 
very good at what they do, and it all 
comes together very well. Job for a 
Cowboy is also coming to Portland 
soon, one of the reasons that this 
band is being reviewed 
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AROUND THE CAMPUS 


TEEN TATS: The good, the bad, and the ugly 
By Alex Lerma 


Tattoos were originally worn by Ainu people of Japan. Now tattoos are often associated with sailors 
and bikers, but today we are starting to see tattoos on teens. People that obtain tats say that it’s away to 
express themselves. Teens usually don't do any research on tats so they have no idea what they are getting 
themselves into. Because teens think that they want a tat, but then some change their mind and want it gone. 
Well if you want it removed it’s going to cost and hurt more than the original tattoo and there will be a scar of 
the design left on your arm, it just won't be colored. 

Most people now days and especially teens don't read up anything about tats such as where the needle 
pierces your skin down to the dermis, or the second layer of skin, and since the dermis's cells are very stable 
the tattoo is very permanent. Most parents won't let their kids get tats so the teens will sometimes do 
themselves manually with their own needle and ink; even though the needle might not be sterile they still 
get the tat. These tats often get infected and cause much pain. Persons should wait until they're at least 18 
and then make up their mind if they should get a tattoo, and if they do, get it at a reputable tattoo shop, 
where it’s sterile and clean. 

When obtaining a tattoo, depending on the artist, you will bleed causing extra pain, or if you go to a good 
artist who does it right there will be less pain. But usually you will experience a painful tingling sensation. 
After getting a tat, a person must make sure that they remember to take care of their wound because tats can 
cause a bad reaction if not cared for properly. So, one day, if you're going to get a tattoo then make sure that 
you keep it clean and listen to what the artist tells you to do with it. 

To help your tattoo stay away from infections the tat artist will wash his/her hands with germicidal soap, 
and the area that is going to be punctured by the needle. The artist will wear a face mask and rubber gloves, 
then he or she will open a new set of sterile needles right in front of you so you know that they aren't trying to 
reuse old needles. The artist will repeatedly wipe the area with a sterilized cloth while giving the tattoo. When 
you're all done, he will wash the area and apply a bandage. Then it’s up to you to keep the bandage on it for 
about 24 hours, not pick the scabbed area, keep it dry and out of sun light until it’s fully healed. 

Sound painful? Henna tattoos are cheaper, can be washed off, and a skilled artist can create just as 
beautiful designs as an ink tattoo. Henna tattoos are also appropriate for youth. 


A henna tattoo, 
right, is both 
beautiful and 
temporary. 


Subcutaneous 
tattoos are painful, 
expensive, and 
permanent, 
nevertheless, they 
have been a part 
of human culture 
for millennia. 


You have to be 
at least 18 years 
old to get an ink 
tattoo. 


Depressed, angry, frustrated? Don't take it out 
on yourself or others. Call the 
National Suicide Preventio 
1 -800-273-TALI 


Call to speak with someone who cares 

Call if you feel you might be in danger of hurting yoursele 

Call to find referrals to mental health services in your area 

Call to speak to a crisis worker about someone you're concerned about 


Galapagos 
Fast Facts 


OFFICIAL NAME 
Archipiélago de Colén 
CAPITAL 
Puerto Baquerizo Moreno 
(Population 2,800) 
LAND AREA 
7,845 sq km 
POPULATION 
30,000 approximately 
LOCATION 
The Galapagos Islands are 
located North West of South 
America. Exactly 600 miles off 
the coast of Ecuador (country 
to which the islands belong) in 
the Pacific Ocean. 
LANGUAGES 
Spanish (official), English 
TIME 


GMT minus 6 hours in the 


Galapagos Islands. GMT minus 5 


hours on mainland Ecuador. 

ELECTRICITY 

110 volt generated on cruise 
vessels only. 

ISLANDS 

There are 13 large islands and 
many smaller ones; Isabela (Al- 
bemarle) (c.2,250 sq mi/5,827 
sq km) is the largest. Puerto 
Baquerizo Moreno, on San Cris- 


tobal, is the provincial capital. 


100 PLACES TO VISIT BEFORE YOU DIE 


GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 


By Neal Kaminski 


The Galapagos Islands are a fun 
and enjoyable place to visit. There 
are all these cool looking animals 
and birds, like the blue-footed 
booby, the giant tortoise, and 
many other unique animals. 

The Galapagos Islands are 
part of the country of Ecuador. 
The Galapagos Islands are found 
around 700 miles west of Ecuador. 

The Galapagos Island chain 
is One hundred miles long and 
there are ten total islands, and 
four sub islands. Each island was 
volcanically made, by hot spots 
where the mantle lava burns 
through a skinny part in the earth’s 
crust. That's how most islands are 
made like the Hawaiian Islands for 
example. There are 18 islands of the 
Galapagos. The biggest are Isabela, 
Santa Cruz, San Cristobal, Santiago, 
and Fernandina. Then the smaller 
islands are, Floreana, Espanola, 
Santa Fe, Tortuga, Pinzon, Rabida, 
Baltra, Seymour Norte, Bartolome, 


Genovesa, and Machena, 

January through May the 
Galapagos Islands temperature 
is a mild low of 65-70°F and a 
comfortable high of 85-90°F, and 
the water temperature is around 75- 
82°F. January through May is known 
as the wet season. June through 
December the low is 65-70F and 
a high of 75-85°F with the water 
temperature around 62-68°F. This 
season is known as the dry season. 
The Galapagos is just south of the 
equator and is almost always warm. 

The Galapagos Islands are not 
uninhabited; they have two main 
cities, Puerto Ayora and Puerto 
Baquerzio Moreno. These cities 
there about the size of Longview, 
Washington, but most villages on 
the islands are about the size of 
Birkenfeld. 

The Galapagos have some of 
the most beautiful beaches in the 
world. Some are rock beaches, 
some are sand beaches and some 
are both. A lot of those beaches 
are pretty remote. There are only 
a couple beaches that are by the 
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small cities. Some of the beaches 
have coral reefs by them so you 
can also scuba dive or snorkel. 

The Galapagos Islands have 
a wide range of animals that are 
only found there. 


In the 1800's a_ scientist 
named Charles Darwin saw how 
important the animals were 


and he recorded many of his 
discoveries in his journals. The 
journals became the basis for his 
book, The Origin of Species. 

The Galapagos is one of the 
best places to see before you die 
as it has a white sand beaches 
and rocky beaches, coral reefs, 
amazing views, and an incredible 
number of animals and plants that 
you will never see anywhere else. 
Compared to most places in the 
world it is very private on many of 
the islands as well. 


Below left: Bartolome Island 
is a part of the Galapagos 
Island chain. 
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21° CENTURY ICONS 


By Gretchen Anderson 


The People Vote: 


George Stephanopoulos is very 
well known as the host of the ABC 
Sunday morning show called This 
Week. He is also renowned for 


The most influential 


working on President Bill Clinton's 
men and women of campaign in 1992-93. After Clinton 
2008 according toa became president, Stephanopoulos 

became the Communications Direc- 


tor. 

George Robert Stephanopoulos 
was born February 10, 1961 in Fall 
River, Massachusetts. As a child, he 
and his family moved 
between Purchase, 
New York, and Cleve- 
land, Ohio. George 
Stephanopoulos is the 
descendant of Greek 
immigrants; both of 
his parents are Greek 
and Stephanopoulos’ 
father was a Greek Or- 
thodox priest; even 
young George consid- 
ered being a priest for 
a time. When he was a 
freshman in high school, 
Stephanopoulos started 
to want different things 
for his future. Through 
his high school years, 
Stephanopoulos com- 
peted very rigorously 
on the wrestling team, 
even though he was not 
a very good wrestler. 
Stephanopoulos would 
later recall that during his high school 
years he was a bit of an awkward kid. 

After high school, Stephanopou- 
los managed to attend Columbia 
University. During those years, he 
recalled he “came into his own.” In 
1982, he graduated from Columbia, 
with a bachelor’s degree in political 
science. Stephanopoulos did very 
well at Columbia; when he gradu- 
ated, he received the summa cum 
laude award (that means he got 
pretty much all A’s in his classes) and 
was Salutatorian as well. 
| When Stephanopoulos graduated, 
1 he returned home for a short time 
1 then, took up a job at WKCR radio as 

a sports broadcaster. When Stepha- 


survey by TIME 


1. Shigeru Miyamoto 
. Stephen Colbert 

3. Rain 

4. Noam Chomsky 

5.TylerPerry 

6. Heidi Klum 

7. Tyra Banks 

8. Neil deGrasse Tyson 

9. Al Gore 

10. Mike Huckabee 

11. George Clooney 

12. Will Smith 

13. Tiger Woods 


nopoulos returned home for a visit, 
his parents expressed their wish 
that he would become a lawyer. He 
promised his parents he would at- 
tend law school one day, but ended 
up being an aid to a congressman 
in Cleveland and being and aid in 
Washington D.C.. Stephanopoulos’s 
parents still nagged him as to when 
he would go to law school. After fail- 
ing to receive the Rhodes scholar- 
ship (on his first try), Stephanopoulos 
attended Oxford university, earned 
his master’s degree in theology, and 


succeeded in his second attempt to 
receive the Rhodes scholarship. 
Stephanopoulos finished his col- 
lege career around 1987. In 1988, he 
worked for the Michael Dukakis cam- 
paign. Dukakis was the Governor of 
Massachusetts. This eventually led to 
his being a main leader in the Clin- 
ton campaign and administration. 
When Clinton first became presi- 
dent Stephanopoulos was assigned 
the position of press secretary. As a 
press secretary, he would gather in- 
formation for the press, about what 
was going on inside the Presidential 
administration, and make sure any 
information the press received was 
accurate. Stephanopoulos moved 


up the ladder to Senior advisor on 
Policy and Strategy, and finally to 
White House Communications Direc- 
tor. Stephanopoulos found Clinton’s 
White House a bit exhausting, and 
resigned after Clinton’s first term in 
1996. Stephanopoulos would later 
write in his memoirs that president 
Bill Clinton was a “complicated man 
responding to the pressures and plea- 


sures of public life in ways | found 
both awesome and appalling.” 

Shortly after resigning Stepha- 
nopoulos became a political analyst, 
and in December 2005 officially be- 
came the host of the ABC (Ameri- 
can broadcasting company) Sunday 
morning show This Week. 

Stephanopoulos is still mildly in- 
volved in politics, this last summer he 
served as a moderator for the demo- 
cratic Presidential debate between 
nominees Barack Obama and Hillary 
Clinton. 

He is married to Alexandra Went- 
worth and has daughters Elliot and 
Harper. “Ali” and Harper are pictured 
above with George in 2006. 
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Stormy weather brings out the “Bad Birders” 


Inclement weather can’t stop the 
dedicated few... 


Text & Photos By Don Anderson 


The wind is blowing steadily at 30 
mph, with 60 mph gusts. The rain 
pelts so hard it stings bare skin. All 
the birds except seagulls seem to 
have left the coast. With the advent 
of the stormy weather, many bird- 
ers and wildlife photographers put 
away their gear for warmer and drier 
days. Now is the time of year that the 
“bad-birders” of winter thrive. 

Armed with parkas, water-proof 
binoculars and spotting scopes, 
stormy weather birders are as dedi- 
cated to their sport as any soccer 
or football aficionado. “| wouldn't 
be anyplace else in the world right 
now,” said Craig Neilson, a birder 
from Portland. He parked his car 
in a small turnout next to highway 
101 near Barview. Just off the high- 
way, covering the rocks with their 
gold and tan heads, are hundreds 
of brown pelicans. 

A horizontal stinging mist was 
pelting him, but Neilson, barehead- 
ed and loving it just smiled as he 
gazed through his Leica 8x40 bin- 
oculars. “Wow. | don’t know if they 
were blown in by the storm, whether 
they are getting ready to head for 
the coast of Baja, or what,” he said. 

In order to get to a good view- 
ing spot, Neilson had to cross the 
highway, climb down onto the old 
Tillamook railroad track, then climb 
down about fifty feet of huge rip- 
rap boulders to the level of the sea. 
But the climb, despite the weather 
was worth it. In front of him Neilson 
tracked the huge birds with his bin- 
oculars as they took off, circled up to 
about 200 feet looking for fish, then 
plunged head-first into the sea. 

A member of the Portland Audu- 
bon Society, Neilson said that he 
spends most of his birding time on 
the coast no matter what the weath- 
er is like. “For a true birder, there is 
no such thing as bad weather,” he 
said. “If this were summertime, 
there might be dozens, even hun- 
dreds of people out here looking at 
these marvelous birds. But ona cold, 
rainy day like this, there’s only two 
or three of us. It’s great!” Another 
car has stopped along the highway 
to look at the pelicans, but the oc- 
cupants do not get out. 

One reason birding in winter ap- 
peals to a lot of people is because it 
gets them out of the house on days 


when they start to “cabin-fever.” 
Birds are out there all year round. 
Though some of the more familiar 
birds do migrate to warmer climates 
in the winter, there are plenty of 
birds that stick around, and others 
who come into our area from colder 
climates further north. 

Another reason birding is popular 
in late fall and winter is that many 
of the leaves are gone and the birds 
are easier to spot. Take woodpecker 
watching for example. In the fall and 
early winter there are many species 
of woodpeckers in our area, and 
they are a lot easier to see without 
all the leaves. 

Many birders, such as Neilson, 
take cameras as well as binoculars 
out in the field. Birding in inclem- 
ent weather can be pretty tough on 
camera equipment, so it is wise to 
take precautions before you head 
out to the beach, marsh or field. 

“| always carry several plastic gro- 
cery bags with me,” Neilson says. 
“When it starts to rain, | poke a hole 
in the bottom of a bag and stick my 
camera in the bag with the tip of 
the lens poking out. | secure it there 
with a rubber band. | take pictures 
by lifting up the flap of the bag and 
looking through the viewfinder, but 
the camera is completely protected 
from the rain.” 

Neilson said that it is good to 
have clear “UV” filters on all camera 
lenses to protect them from mois- 
ture, especially salt spray. Besides 
quality binoculars and a spotting 
scope, other equipment that winter 
weather birders should not be with- 
out are waterproof clothes, sturdy 
boots, and hopefully, a buddy. “I al- 
ways try to go out with someone,” 
Neilson said. “Not only is birding a 
wonderful pastime to share with a 
friend, but, God forbid something 
should happen to you, you've got 
someone there to help you.” 

Barring a friend, Neilson says that 
it is a good idea to have a cell phone, 
or at least tell someone where you 
are birding and when you are ex- 
pected back. “Once | slipped on 
some rocks and sprained my ankle 
badly,” he said. “I was alone and had 
to wait a couple hours before some- 
one came by to help me. It was a 
long two hours.” 

There are all sorts of coastal birds 
that stick around for most or all of 
the winter. Besides the brown peli- 
cans, there are northern shovelers, 
American widgeons, brandts, surf 
scoters, harlequin ducks and a host 
of others. 


Some of the best spots to view 
birds in the winter are the sea stacks 
that hug the Oregon coast. Storms 
will often blow oceanic birds on 
shore and they often will take ref- 
uge on the rocks. Good views areas 
include the rocks off of Ecola State 
Park, the south jetty near Ham- 
mond, and the Three Capes drive 
near Tillamook. Winter is the best 
time to see such birds as albatrosses, 
fulmars and ancient murrelets that 
are normally too far out at sea to 
view from land. 

Inland a little further, look for tun- 
dra and trumpeter swans, snowy 
owls, and rough legged hawks. 
These are species that are seen 
mostly in winter in Oregon. The best 
spots in the Willamette Valley to see 
birds in the late fall and winter are 
farm fields and meadows, waterways 
near the Willamette River, and open 
wooded areas. Thtree choice spots 
to see birds are the Tualatin National 
Wildlife Refuge near Sherwood, Or- 
egon, and the Sauvie Island Wildlife 
Area near St. Helens, Oregon, and 
the Portland Audubon Society Wild- 
life Sanctuary that is nestled against 
Forest Park in Portland. 

For more information on bird- 
ing in Oregon, talk to the staff of 
the Portland Audubon Society at 
503.292.6855 or go to their website 
at www.audubonportland.org. 
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